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WELCOME TO
KINDERGARTEN!
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ARTICLE 24

OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

‘Every child has the right to compulsory
and free of charge elementary education.’

USEFUL INFORMATION

Kindergarten web site:

Name of your child’s teacher:

Kindergarten contact:
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According to the Croatian laws, children seeking in-
ternational protection and asylum-seekers have the
right to go to kindergarten.

Children who go to kindergarten:
C - create new friendships

- learn by playing

- more easily overcome difficult life situations
B through playing
- learnthe Croatian language through playing

WHEN CAN MY CHILD BE
ENROLLED INTO KINDERGARTEN?

At six months of age, a child can be, according to the
law, enrolled into kindergarten. In Croatia, most par-

é ents do not enrol their children into kindergartens un-
% til they turn one year of age. Until the child's first birth-
day, one of the parents (usually mother) stays at home

with the child.

NURSERY KINDERGARTEN PRE-SCHOOL

children aged > children aged y | childrenaged
6 months 3to6years 6 years until they
to 3 years start school




All children need to be enrolled in kindergartens

one year before they start first grade of elementary
school. Kindergarten program for children who are
starting school the next year is called pre-school. It
is usually organized in kindergartens, but sometimes
alsoin schools.

All children need to attend pre-school for a mini-

mum of 250 hours. Pre-school is organized in differ-
ent ways in kindergartens (a few hours a day, every
day or a few days a week).
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For enrolling your child into kindergarten, it is nece-
ssary to bring:
1. birth certificate or some other document
bearinginformation on the child's birth
2. confirmation (statement) of the child's place
of residence
3.photocopy of parents' or guardians' personal
identification documents
4.proof of medical examination with paediatri-
cian at which the child can be vaccinated
if he/she has not been vaccinated earlier
5.filled out and signed request for enrolling
the child into kindergarten,
which you can pick up at the kindergarten

NON-BUSINESS DAYS, LE. HOLIDAYS IN CROATIA

1Jan

6 Jan
CHANGEABLE
CHANGEABLE
1 May
CHANGEABLE
22 Jun

25 Jun

Kindergartens are open from Monday to Friday. Kin-
dergartens do not work on weekends (Saturday and
Sunday) and non-business days, i.e. state holidays.

Children can be included in the 'short' or 'long’ pro-
gram.

SHORT
LONG maximum 10 hours

2-6hours

Parents usually bring their children to kindergar-
ten between 7.30 and 8.30am, and pick them up be-
tween 3.30and 5.30pm.
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ARRIVING TO KINDERGARTEN LEAVING KINDERGARTEN
730 - 8:30 15:30 - 1730

\AAL
New Year 5Aug Day of Victory and
Epiphany Homeland Thanksgiving
Easter 15 Aug Assumption of Mary
Easter Monday 8 Oct Independence Day
Labour Day 1Nov AllSaints Day
Corpus Christi 25 Dec Christmas
Antifascist Struggle Day 26 Dec Saint Stephen's Day
Statehood Day



WHAT IS THE PRICE OF KINDERGARTENS?

The price of kindergartens depends on rules that are

adopted by each city or county independently. NURSER\/ (0—3) KINDERGARTEN (11'-6)
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el For children whose parents have been granted the o slippers o slippers
asylum status kindergarten is free of charge. o pyjamas o pyjamas (if the child
Children who are seeking international protection o socks needs daily rest)
sometimes have to pay for kindergarten. o under-shirt o tooth-paste
o disposable diapers o tooth-brush
Pre-school program (minimum 250 hours) is free o bottle o favourite toy
of charge for all children one year before they start o pacifier
school. o favourite toy
If your child will be spending more than 2 hours in
kindergarten, he/she will receive a meal.
2-4 HOURS >4 HOURS
Children are enrolled into kindergarten according to snack snack
their place of residence, i.e. to the one that is closest (cold meal) (cold meal)
to theirhome or temporary residence. If there are no +lunch

free places in that kindergarten or if for some other
reason the child is enrolled into kindergarten that is
more than 2 kilometres away, the child will have free
transport to the kindergarten.

AAA N \WHAT IF MY CHILD DOES NOT EAT SOME FOODS?
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Ifachildisallergic to some foods or does not eat that
food for religious or other reasons, feel free to in-
form the teacher about this who will make sure your

child is provided with adequate food.




Starting kindergarten is a significant change for both
the child and the family. This will probably be the first
separation for both you and your child. Here are some
pieces of advice on how to prepare for this event:

‘ Make sure that getting ready for kindergarten
is relaxed and ensure enough time for this.

]——If—the child is attached to a favourite toy or an
important object (pacifier, pillow, etc.) allow
him/her to take it to the kindergarten in order
to make the first days easier.

&_Ering your child to the kindergarten regularly.
During the first months, it is particularly im-
portant that the child is not absent from kin-
dergarten, except in the case of an illness.

Get your child used to kindergarten gradually.
Itis recommended that the child spends, in the
first days, half an hour to an hour and a halfin
kindergarten.

Spend the first days in kindergarten together
with your child. In this way, you will get to know
teachers, other children and parents together.

In case you cannot bring and pick up your child from
kindergarten yourself, make sure this is done by an
adult whom you trust and inform teachers about this.
A child's coming to and leaving kindergarten with a
minor (person younger than 18) ISNOT ALLOWED!
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TEACHER - usually one or two teachers work with
one group of children.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE EMPLOYEES - professional
team in a kindergarten can consist of: pedagogue,
psychologist, speech and language therapist, medi-
cal worker, each of which has a specific role, but they
all closely cooperate with teachers and parents.
PRINCIPAL - manages the school.

OTHER STAFF - cleaners, handymen, cooks.

WHO SHOULD WE CONTACT IF WE
HAVE PROBLEMS WITH OUR CHILD?
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If you have any problem, question or dilemma, feel
free to speak to your child's teacher. There are also
professional services in the kindergarten to which
the teacher will direct you if the problem that you
have falls within the domain of their work.

Itis possible that not knowing the Croatian language
might pose a problem for you when communicating
with the teacher or other kindergarten employees.
In that case, try using any other foreign language
that you are familiar with (English, German, French).
The use of technology, such as mobile phones or tab-
lets, can also make your communication easier. Do
not hesitate to use Google translator or some other
similar translation applications.
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